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A Word from our President
Dear friends,
     Take Time to…Remember, Reflect and Renew is 
the theme for the next two years.  We may watch time 
race by, or we may feel like time is slowing to a crawl, 
or maybe even feel like time is passing us by, but we 
can never recapture time, as once it is gone, we can 
never get it back again.  Time is precious, and we need 
to do what we can…now.
     For me, this administration has two grandmothers 
at its heart.  Louise Gwinn Hanford, my husband’s 

grandmother, was an active GFWC of Montana mem-
ber who was president of her Fort Benton club, started a Junior Woman’s Club, 
and devoted many hours to the Montana Woman magazine. Though I never 
knew her, she has influenced me as a clubwoman through her writings and 
from stories the family tells of her commitment to volunteerism.  Take Time 
to Remember…  In 1936, Louise said: “…in reality we find that the roots of 
our national organization are imbedded in the soil of our home community…
The strength and power of our group, after all, depend upon the individual 
member, upon her vision, upon her service.” Her words are just as true today 
as they were 76 years ago – we as GFWC of MT members may do one thing at 
a time, in our local community and our state, but our acts are multiplied by the 
sheer number of us doing them.  Last year GFWC members nationwide volun-
teered more than seven million hours, completing 116,204 projects and donat-
ing nearly $39 million.  GFWC women definitely strengthen their communities 
and enhance the lives of others through volunteer service!
     The other grandmother in the story, Hermine Nowadnick, is mine.  I in-
herited my hair color from her, I inherited her grandfather clock (the reason 
behind my theme), and she, her two sons, and I also share something else in 
common...we had or have macular degeneration.  Seeing my grandma cope 
with going blind and her inability to read, made me realize that you can never 
take for granted the gift of sight. 	Take	Time	to	Reflect… What can we do 
now to help with the problem of low-vision readers? That question led me to 
the Montana Talking Book Library, which provides free books on cassettes 
for anyone who has limited or low vision.  During the next two years, we are 
pledging $10,000 to improve their recording capability and to purchase more 
books by Montana authors.  The President’s Special Project Chairman Adina 
Fox has made a commitment to take a presentation about this project to any 
club who would like to hear about it...take her up on her offer.
     And Take Time to Renew... Make a commitment to be the best volunteer 
you can be!  Get recharged and renewed by attending some district and state 
meetings and networking with other members. For starters, put September 28 
& 29, 2012 on your calendar and plan to attend the upcoming 2012 Fall Board 
of Director’s meeting in Great Falls.  All members are urged to come – we 
have workshops, exciting and inspirational guests, and great presentations.  It 
is more than just a business session…please attend and take part in the fun!  
The tentative agenda, Official Call and the Registration form are elsewhere in 
this magazine.  Please join us…                                                    
      It is with great excitement and much humility that I look forward to a fun 
and productive time in our upcoming journey over the next two years.    I 
would be happy to try to journey to your club meeting or special event during 
the next two years…just let me know and I will see if I can make it.
     Thank you for giving me this opportunity to serve you...I know it will be 
one of the most rewarding times in my life!
       Nancy2



My Dear Fellow Club Members: 

It was with great humility and a very humbling experience that I was installed on June 17, 2012, in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, as the 49th International President of the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs.

The theme of the 2012-2014 administration is Remember the Past to Step into the Future.
Our Federation is rich in history and accomplishments.  The history has been set in stone on the 
administration that has just closed.  Today, we are opening a new chapter in our GFWC history and 
we are on page one. Our only limitation is ourselves and now the sky is the limit. 

The Club Manual has been delivered to your clubs with a new exciting look, which is very 
professional, very user friendly, and contains lots of new information. The Club Manual was written 
by the 2012-2014 GFWC chairmen and committee members, in conjunction with our professional 
staff at GFWC Headquarters. 

The “dreaded club reporting” that every club woman is afraid to tackle has been revamped into a very 
simple system. This was initiated done at the GFWC Board Orientation in Alexandria, Virginia, in 
November 2011.  A mixture of GFWC Officer, Region Presidents, State Presidents, chairmen and 
committee members worked together to improve the reporting system. Refer to the printed Club
Manual or refer to www.GFWC.org/ClubManual for more information.

The main focus of this administration will be Public Relations, Membership, and Leadership. We will 
present interactive workshops at all eight Region Conferences.  We are going to provide the tools so 
that you will successfully increase your membership during this administration—and into the future. 

We are electrified and excited by you, the clubwoman. 

Yours in Federation, 

MARY ELLEN LAISTER 
International President 
     

   

Greetings from 
GFWC International President, 

Mary Ellen Laister
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     A clubwoman for 40 years, Mary Ellen is currently serving as GFWC 
Second Vice-President; NJSFWC/GFWC Past State President’s Club Vice-
President; and North Jersey Women’s Club Treasurer. She has previously 
served GFWC as Treasurer, Women’s Health Program Chairman, Leadership 
committee member, Membership committee member, and Constitution and 
Bylaws committee member. She was the charter president of GFWC Shelby’s 
Stars. She served GFWC Middle Atlantic Region as Parliamentarian, Finance 
Chairman and Conference Chairman. 
 
A founding member of the North Jersey Women’s Club, she was president 
for eight terms. She served seven years on the Junior State Board. Mary Ellen 
served 19 years on the NJSFWC/GFWC State Board as Special Project Chair-
man, Parliamentarian, Elections Chairman, Resolutions Chairman, Financial 
Secretary, Recording Secretary, Third Vice-President, Second Vice-President, First Vice-President, and State 
President. 
 
A member of the National Association of Parliamentarians, she has served as a church youth leader for eight 
years. A Girl Scout leader for 16 years, Mary Ellen and her troop were honored by the Governor, when all 14 
Scouts received the Gold Award. 
 
Mary Ellen has been appointed by three governors to the Emergency Medical Services for Children Advisory 
Council, the Interpersonal Youth Violence Prevention Committee, and the Drug/Alcohol Prevention Council. 
She has been recognized by the N.J. Legislature as a New Jersey Woman of Achievement.   
 
Mary Ellen is a marketing research analyst. She and her husband, Barry, have four children.

2012 Board of Directors Meeting  
   Scintillating
  Sagacious
   Satisfying

With not ONE,
but 

TWO! 
Special Guests

A GFWC INTERNATIONAL OFFICER

Mary Ellen Brock 
GFWC Second Vice-President 2012-2014 
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     With reading being a common thread these next two years, 
we are excited to have Craig Lancaster, a Montana award-
winning author, join us for dinner and a book discussion on 
Friday,	 September	 28,	 2012	 during	 the	 2012	Fall	Board	 of	
Director’s	meeting.	 	He	has	written	 several	books,	 but	 600	
Hours	of	Edward	will	be	the	focus	for	his	presentation.		Find	
time to read his book before the meeting – and come pre-
pared	for	a	good	time.		He	will	also	have	books	available	for	
purchase and signing afterwards.

     When Craig Lancaster moved to Montana in 2006, at the age of 36, it was the realization of a dream he’d harbored since child-
hood, one that he figured had been overtaken by events, as so many dreams are.
     “I have these incredibly vivid memories of visiting Montana with my folks on family vacations, and following my dad, an 
itinerant laborer who worked in the oil and gas fields of the West when I was a kid,” Lancaster says. “It was such a vast, beautiful, 
overwhelming place. From the first time I saw Montana, I wanted to be a part of it.”
     Craig grew up in suburban Fort Worth, Texas, with his mother and stepfather and siblings. His stepfather, Charles Clines, was 
a longtime sportswriter at the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, a connection that led to Craig’s career as a journalist, a profession he 
followed to a series of newspaper jobs across the country — Texas, Alaska, Kentucky, Ohio, Washington, California and, finally, 
Montana.
     A couple of years after Craig’s arrival in the Big Sky State, he began chasing another long-held dream: that of writing
 novels. His first completed novel, 600 Hours of Edward, was born in the crucible of National Novel Writing Month, that 
every-November free-for-all of furious writing. He completed an entire first draft, nearly 80,000 words, in November 2008. In 
October 2009, it was published by Riverbend Publishing of Helena, Montana, and has since gone on to be selected as a Montana 
Honor Book and a High Plains Book Award winner. It was recently acquired by Amazon Publishing and will be re-released Aug. 
14, 2012, and will include a bonus first chapter from Edward Adrift, the sequel, which will have a 2013 release.
     His follow-up, The Summer Son, was released in January 2011 by AmazonEncore, to similar acclaim. Booklist called the new 
novel “a classic western tale of rough lives and gruff, dangerous men, of innocence betrayed and long, stumbling journeys to 
love.” It was a finalist for the Utah Book Award for fiction.

AND A MONTANA AUTHOR,
 CRAIG LANCASTER
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     GFWC Fort Benton won first prize on the float pictured above in Fort Benton’s 36th 
annual Summer Celebration parade. The theme of the parade was, “Shep - Faithful and 
True.” Fort Benton Woman’s Club also passed out small board books to very young 
readers along the parade route.
     Is there a parade coming up in your home town? How about getting some public 
recognition for your club by putting an entry in your parade, and then send us a picture 
of it for the next Montana Woman.  

We Love 
a 

Parade!
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Every GFWC Club in Montana 
is invited to 

Pack a Purse 
Creatively design a purse, a bag, a tote, 
or maybe a basket, packed with goodies 

to be bid on in a silent auction during the 
September Fall Board Meeting in Great Falls

Choose a theme such as a special night out, a GFWC meeting purse, a shopping purse, 
a beach tote, a picnic basket, a girls’ weekend tote, a vacation tote, a library tote, or a 
cards and note cards tote. Just use your imagination to make something someone would 
love to have, large or small. The purses or totes should be left open so members can see 
what’s inside to draw the highest bid. You’ll also want to provide a list of the items they 
are bidding on. 

Pack it up in a pretty package and let’s raise funds for the President’s 
Special Project, The Talking Book Library!



The 2012 GFWC International Convention 
in Charlotte, North Carolina was an excit-
ing and rewarding experience for all of the 
GFWC Montana members who were able to 
attend. It was especially rewarding for the 
GFWC Montana President and President-
elect as we made several trips up the aisle to 
accept awards.

There are 6 divisions in the Community 
Service Project areas for awards based on 
membership, with Montana being in the 5th 
division.  Thanks to the wonderful reporting 
of Kathleen Nelson, GFWC of Montana re-
ceived the Outstanding Achievement award 
in the Education Collaboration Program.  
Of special note, this is the second year that 
Kathleen has won the award with her fantas-
tic reporting.

Mary Lou Hermes and her fine group of writing judges picked the most winners for Montana. GFWC Ronan Woman’s Club 
sponsored the winner for the K-2 Youth Short Story Writing Contest, Tiana Crist ; GFWC Plains Woman’s Club sponsored the 
K-2 Youth Poetry Writing Contest winner, Jessica L. Thompson, and Amorette Allison won the 2nd place award in the Member 
Short Story Writing Contest.  These awards are judged against all entries, not just the entries in the individual divisions so these 
are truly a wonderful accomplishment.  Many of the other State Presidents wanted to know how Montana managed to have so 
many good writers. They also wanted to know if they 
could steal our Writing Contest Chairman!

Congratulations to the award winners, you certainly 
made GFWC Montana proud!

Vurnie Kaye Barnett, 2010-2012 Past President

GFWC Montana Wins Awards 
  at International Convention

Delegates Make Many Trips to the Podium,
 Receiving Award after Award

Above:	LEADS	Graduate,	Terry	Kock-
ler, Immediate Past GFWC of MT 
President	Vurnie	Kaye	Barnett	and	
Dorothy	Murnin	enjoy	the	awards	cer-
emony

Right:	Past	President	Vurnie	Kaye	pins	
State	President’s	pin	on		New	President	
Nancy	Hanford 9



Community Service
Program 
Chairmen

Arts and Arts Partnership 
Michele Furry

28 Seed Orchard Lane
Plains, MT  59859
mtnn@montana.net

406-826-0344

Conservation and
Conservation Partnership

Donna Albers
Box 1346

Fort Benton, MT 59442
dbalb@mtintouch.net 
406-622-5170 (home)
406-781-0841 (cell)

Education and Education Partnership
Kathy Nelson

Box 501
Fort Benton, MT  59442

cknelson@fortbenton.com
406-622-5093 (home)
406-781-6398 (cell)

Home	Life	and
Home	Life	Partnership

Sandi Conrady
3302 Baldy Drive

Helena, MT  59602
Conrady0725@msn.com

406-227-0725 (home)
406-459-4999 (cell)

International Outreach and
International Outreach Partnership

Rae Proctor
1827 Ernest Avenue

Missoula, MT  59801
r22p2@msn.com

406-549-7953 (home)

Public Issues
and

Public Issues Partnership
Renee Sieben

Box 1914
Thompson Falls, MT  59873

rrsieben@gmail.com
406-827-7677

Special Projects 
Chairmen

GFWC Signature Project:
Domestic	Violence	Awareness	and	

Prevention
Toni Scully

Box 986
Ennis, MT  59729

antoinettescully@hotmail.com
406-682-5442

GFWC	Juniors’	Special	Project:
Advocates for Children

Cathy McCormick
1133 Meridian Road
Victor, MT  59875

cathym@montanamadeonline.com
406-961-8492

Advancement Areas 
Chairmen

Communications 
and Public Relations

Gayle Carter
1219 Galway Drive
Billings, MT  59105
gcart@bresnan.net

406-252-8883 (home)
406-670-9908 (cell)

Fundraising
Adina Fox

42942 Sky Lane
Ronan, Montana 59864

adinaf@ronan.net
406-675-3580 (home)
406-253-1774 (cell)

Fundraising Committee Members

Connie Foreman – GFWC Fort Benton 
Woman’s Club

Terry Kockler – GFWC Helena 
Woman’s Club

Leadership
Jamie Fuchs

37048 Glory Road
Polson, MT  59860

polsonwomensclub@gmail.com
406-883-0959 (home)
406-241-1906 (cell)

Membership
Joyce Rogers

Box 2778
Columbia Falls, Montana 59912

joycerogers@montanasky.net
406-253-3355 (cell)

Montana Women at Work

Of Course, GFWC 
Montana Women are 
always at work on a 
variety of projects at 
local, state and 
national levels. 
   On this page and 
the next you’ll find 
a list of the special 
projects and the 
names of the wise, 
witty and wonderful 
women who coordi-
nate and report on 
them.
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Women’s	History	
and Resource Center

Sigrid Laird
203 N. Custer

Miles City, MT  59301
slaird9@gmail.com

406-232-4972

Special Assignments

Director	of	Music

Pianist
??

Webmaster/Photographer
Penny Cope

880 Erickson Road
Helena, MT 59602

pjcope@bresnan.net
406-458-0340 (home)
406-461-2096 (cell)

ESO Chairman
Dorothy Murnin
502 S. Merriam

Miles City, MT 59301-4821
406-234-1453 (home)

Scholarship Chairman
Eileen Stone
P.O. Box 63

Thompson Falls. MT  59873
406-827-4272

Spiritual Values Chairman
Ann Kuehn 

October 15-April 15
O. G. RV Resort

3225 W. 8th #106
Yuma, AZ  85364

928-317-0917

April 15-October 15
1200 32nd St. South #30
Great Falls, MT  59405

406-761-7497
glazyk@q.com

406-799-1035 (Cell)

President’s Special 
Project Chairman:

Montana Talking Book 
Library

Adina Fox
42942 Sky Lane

Ronan, Montana 59864
adinaf@ronan.net

406-675-3580 (home)
406-253-1774 (cell)

Contests and Awards

GFWC of Montana Writing Contest 
Chairman

Mary Lou Hermes
Post Office Box 133

Paradise, Montana 59856
pln3392@blackfoot.net

406-826-3392

GFWC of MT Photography 
Contest Chairman

Fern Johnson
38 Henry Creek Road

Plains, MT  59859
bobfern@blackfoot.net
 406-826-6066 (home)

               406-270-1604 (cell)

Community Improvement Program 
Award Chairman

Diane Colpo
PO Box 996

Big Timber, MT  59011
406-932-4748 (home)
406-220-4030 (cell)

Jennie Award Chairman
Jean Carroll Thompson

1209 Lewis Avenue
Billings, MT  59102

406-248-8557

Standing Committees

Budget	and	Finance	Committee
Adina Fox, Budget & Finance

 Chairman, ex officio
Nancy Hanford, President, ex officio
Joyce DeCunzo, Treasurer, ex officio

Bette Browning, GFWC Deer Lodge WC
Marsha Price, GFWC Billings Junior WC

Bylaws	Committee
Susan Macartney, Chairman

1808 Yucca Court
Golden, CO  80401

smmacartney@gmail.com
406-670-1705

Fern Johnson, Western District
Glenda Quick, Central District
Cheryl Martin, Eastern District

Vurnie Kaye Barnett, Parliamentary 
Advisor

Elections
Florence Diede, Corresponding 

Secretary, Chairman
Renee Sieben, Western District
Lorrie Hardy, Central District

Jean Carroll Thompson, Eastern District

Credentials
Florence Diede, Corresponding

 Secretary, Chairman
Debbie Heckman, Western District

Kathy Nelson, Central District
Sigrid Laird, Eastern District

Montana Representatives in GFWC
    Nancy Hanford, GFWC of Montana 

President
    Adina Fox, GFWC Education 

Community Service Program 
Partnership Chairman

    Mary Katharine Miller, GFWC Past 
International President

WANTED: One (1) 
GFWC of Montana Pianist
We have someone willing to 
be the Music Director, but 
need someone who can play 
the piano at state meetings.  
If you are interested, contact 

Nancy at 406-788-2984. 11



GFWC of Montana Western District
Club Presidents
GFWC	Anaconda	Woman’s	Club

Sue Chor, President
3525 Westpark Drive
Anaconda, MT  59711
sjchor@aol.com
406-563-7237

GFWC	Bitterroot	Woman’s	Club

Karen Hoyt, President
710 Lincoln View Lane
Corvallis, MT  59828
karenhoyt710@gmail.com
406-360-1513

GFWC	Deer	Lodge	Woman’s	Club

Joyce Martin, President
1107 Claggett
Deer Lodge, MT  59722
ironowl@q.com
406-846-1125

GFWC	Plains	Woman’s	Club

Virginia Fortner, President
7965 Hwy 200
Plains, MT  59859
vfortner@hotmail.com
406-826-8822

GFWC	Polson	Woman’s	Club

Jamie Fuchs, President
37048 Glory Road
Polson, MT  59860
polsonwomensclub@gmail.com
406-883-0959

GFWC	Ronan	Woman’s	Club

Helen Symington, President
520 3rd Avenue SE
Ronan, MT  59864
adinaf@ronan.net
406-676-5936

GFWC	Thompson	Falls	Woman’s	Club

Renee Sieben, President
Box 1914
Thompson Falls, MT  59873
rrsieben@gmail.com
406-827-7677

GFWC	Woman’s	Club	of	Missoula

Jennifer Lippy, President
P.O. Box 7324
Missoula, MT  59807
smileyjg@hotmail.com
406-529-3844

Western District President 
Joyce Hooper

772 Paige Lane
Corvallis, Montana 59828

joyhoop@q.com
406-961-3930
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GFWC of Montana Central District
Club Presidents

GFWC	Canton	Valley	Woman’s	Club

Doreen Sautter, President
41 River Road
Townsend, MT  59644
406-266-4277

GFWC	Cascade	Woman’s	Club

Alice Fitzgerald, President
P.O. Box 231
Cascade, MT  59421
406-231-0026

GFWC	East	Glacier	Woman’s	Club

Kelly Lynch, President
P.O. Box 272
East Glacier Park, MT  59434
thegrinches@gmail.com
406-226-5540

GFWC	Fairfield	Junior	Woman’s	Club

Diane Sather, President
731 4th Rd NE
Fairfield, MT  59436
406-467-2647
dancnduo@3rivers.net

GFWC	Fort	Benton	Woman’s	Club

Phyllis Worrall, President
58995 US Highway 87
Loma, MT 59460
jpworrall@hotmail.com
406-739-4349 (home)

GFWC	Harlowton	Woman’s	Club

Joan Smith, President
LouAnn Huck, Sec/Treas, Local Contact
Box 763
Harlowton, MT 59036
406-632-4554

GFWC	Helena	Woman’s	Club

Penny Cope, President
880 Erickson Road
Helena, MT
pjcope@bresnan.net
406-458-0340 (home) 406-461-2096 (cell)

GFWC	Madison	Valley	Woman’s	Club

Toni Scully, President
Box 986
Ennis, MT  59729
Antoinettescully@hotmail.com
406-682-5442

GFWC	Moore	Woman’s	Club

Dixie Hertel, President
996 Nelson Road
Moore, Montana 59464
jdhertel@ttc-cmc.net
406-374-2281

Central District President
Lynn Foreman
PO Box 647

Ennis, MT  59729
foreman.lnj@gmail.com

406-682-5680
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GFWC Montana Eastern District
Club Presidents

GFWC Big Timber Woman’s Club

Barbara Teachout, President
P.O. Box 1382

Big Timber, MT  59011
bteachout@gmail.com

406-932-5054

GFWC Billings Woman’s Club

Cheryl Martin, Co-President
2548 Lillis Lane

Billings, MT  59102
cmartinmt@gmail.com

406-661-6419

GFWC Billings Junior Woman’s Club

Judy Senteney, President
724 Park Lane

Billings, MT  59102
judysenteney@bresnan.net

406-696-4622

GFWC Culbertson Woman’s Club

Julaine Reynen, President
PO Box 688

Culbertson, MT  59218
reynenj@nemont.net

406-787-5284

GFWC Forsyth Woman’s Club

Shirley Pfaffinger, President
P.O. Box 266

Forsyth, MT  59327
ShirleyPfaff@rangeweb.net

406-342-5477

GFWC Hysham Woman’s Club

Marian Icopini, President
P.O. Box 136

Hysham, MT  59038
igrannymt@yahoo.com

406-342-5325

GFWC	Laurel	Federated	Woman’s	Club

Priscilla Fairlee, President
3420 Granger Avenue South, Apt. 14

Billings, MT 59102
406-656-0073

GFWC	Miles	City	Woman’s	Club

Denise Hartse, President
P.O. Box 743

Miles City, MT  59301
localife@midrivers.com

406-234-3748

GFWC	Woman’s	Club	of	Bridger

Shirley Weisgerber, President
Post Office Box 314

Bridger, Montana 59014
shirweis@yahoo.com

406-662-3738

At-Large Clubs

GFWC	PDQ’s
Ann Kuehn, President
October 15-April 15

O. G. RV Resort, 3225 W. 8th #106, Yuma, AZ  85364
928-317-0917, 406-799-1035 (Cell)

April 15-October 15
1200 32nd St. South #30, Great Falls, MT  59405

406-761-7497, 406-799-1035 (Cell)
glazyk@q.com

GFWC	TOPP’s
Jean Carroll Thompson, President

1209 Lewis Avenue
Billings, MT  59102

406-248-8557

Central District President
Bonnie Conner
P.O. Box 801

Big Timber, MT  59011

bconner@mtintouch.net
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GFWC of Montana Bylaws
Amended, May, 2012

ARTICLE I – NAME
The name of this organization shall be the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Montana also known as GFWC of Montana 
(hereinafter referred to as GFWC MT)

ARTICLE II –OBJECT AND PURPOSE
OBJECT-The object of GFWC MT shall be to promote the GFWC mission while uniting women’s clubs throughout Montana 
for the purpose of mutual benefit, and for the promotion of their common interest in volunteer service.
PURPOSE-This Corporation is a public benefit, charitable corporation established to promote and support the charitable works 
of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs in the State of Montana, and any other related activities.  The GFWC MT is a 
member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, an international women’s organization dedicated to community improve-
ment by enhancing the lives of others through volunteer service.  Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, 
educational, and scientific purposes.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP
Section 3.1  Eligibility.  Montana women’s clubs whose work is germane to the mission of GFWC are eligible for Membership 
in GFWC MT.  Each application for membership shall show that the organization requires no partisan political test for member-
ship, that it is not a secret society and that it does not tolerate, either by practice or teaching, any violation of state or national 
laws.
Section 3.2  Types of members.  Active membership shall be the only type of membership.  Active members shall be catego-
rized as follows:
1. Women’s Clubs: local clubs that have met the requirements for membership shall hold active membership and shall partici-
pate in the regular program of GFWC.
2. Junior Women’s Clubs: local clubs whose membership is composed of young women, shall hold active membership and 
participate in the regular program of GFWC.
3. Juniorette Clubs: are sponsored by Women’s Clubs or Junior Women’s Clubs and whose membership is composed entirely of 
middle school/junior high and high school age students.
All clubs within GFWC MT shall automatically become members of GFWC International and of the District Federation in 
which the club is located, with the exception of statewide clubs.
Section 3.3  Application for membership.  Application for active membership by Women’s Clubs, Junior Women’s Clubs and 
Juniorette Clubs shall be accompanied by a written application, a copy of the bylaws of the club, a list of officers and members 
and payment of GFWC, GFWC MT and District per capita dues and sent to GFWC MT President.  GFWC shall precede the 
name of all clubs applying for active membership.  
Section	3.4		Termination	of	Membership.  Any club desiring to withdraw from GFWC MT must:
1. Receive a 2/3 affirmative vote from that club’s members to terminate membership. 
2. Announce and publish to club members, GFWC MT President and GFWC MT Membership Chairman that a vote will take 
place at a designated club meeting.  This must occur 30 days prior to meeting.
3. Vote by ballot with each member signing her ballot.  A vote by mail shall be allowed for those members physically unable to 
attend the meeting at which the vote will take place.
4.  Shall submit a written resignation to GFWC MT President accompanied by the minutes of the meeting at which the vote to 
withdraw took place showing that 2/3 vote was taken and include the numbers listed in the minutes both for and against.
If 5 or more members choose to remain a federated club, and they are willing to be the basic responsible officers of the club, 
they shall retain all the rights and privileges to the name and property of the club including funds.
5. Upon acceptance of resignation, all rights and privileges of membership cease.

ARTICLE IV – DUES AND FINANCE
Section	4.1		Fiscal	Year.	 The fiscal year shall be July 1 through June 30.  The accounts of GFWC MT shall be reviewed at the 
close of each fiscal year by a Certified Public Accountant or another with similar credentials.  The current review report shall be 
available to the membership upon request.
Section	4.2		Dues.  Dues shall be paid annually to the GFWC MT Treasurer in the specified amounts on or before July 1st. 15



GFWC of Montana Bylaws
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A. Women’s Clubs, Junior Women’s Clubs and Juniorette Clubs shall pay per capita dues annually in an amount established to 
be sufficient to meet GFWC, GFWC MT and District dues and The Montana Woman subscription costs.  The annual dues shall 
be established by vote at a Board of Directors Meeting or the GFWC MT Convention.   
Section	4.3		Investments.   All monies held by GFWC MT shall be placed in accredited financial institutions selected by the 
Executive Committee.  The Board of Directors shall be apprised of the selection.  The Board of Directors shall be charged with 
the responsibility of directing the Treasurer and/or President on investing funds in accordance with GFWC MT objectives.  The 
financial institutions will report directly to the Chairman of the Budget and Finance 
Committee and the Treasurer.
Section	4.4		Disbursements.  Disbursement of funds of GFWC MT shall be made by 
order of vouchers signed by the President and Chairman of the Budget and Finance 
Committee.  Checks shall be signed by the Treasurer. The President and Budget & Fi-
nance Chairman shall also be signers on accounts in substitution for treasurer if needed.
Section	4.5		Expenditures.  Bids shall be secured on all purchases in excess of one 
hundred dollars ($100) and said bids shall be approved by the President, Chairman of 
Budget and Finance Committee and the Chairman to whom the work is germane.  All 
contracts during a presidents administration regarding meetings and conventions dur-
ing her term may be signed by the President upon approval of the Budget and Finance 
Chairman.  All contracts prior to a presidents administration regarding meetings and 
conventions during her term may be signed by the President Elect upon approval of the 
Budget and Finance Chairman.
Section	4.6		Dissolution.  If GFWC MT should dissolve, its net assets shall be distrib-
uted to another organization(s) qualified under the Internal Revenue Code to be chari-
table.  

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS
Section 5.1  Titles.  The elected officers of GFWC MT shall be President, President-elect, First Vice-President, Recording 
Secretary and Treasurer.  The Corresponding Secretary shall be appointed by the President.  No person may hold more than one 
office.  No officer shall receive any salary or other compensation for services rendered to the Federation.
Section 5.2  Eligibility.   Eligibility for all offices shall include membership in a club which is in active membership in GFWC 
MT.  Eligibility for the office of President shall include service on the Executive Committee for a minimum of four (4) years.  
Eligibility for the office of President-elect or First Vice-President shall include service on the Executive Committee for a mini-
mum of two (2) years. Eligibility for the office of Treasurer or Recording Secretary shall include service on the Board of Direc-
tors for a minimum of two (2) years.
Section 5.3  Term.  The term of office shall be two years or until such a time as a successor assumes office.  Officers shall serve 
from the beginning of the fiscal year July 1, following the adjournment of the Convention at which the officers are elected to 
the close of the following fiscal year, June 30
Section	5.4		Vacancies	in	Office.  A vacancy in office shall be filled as provided in this section.
A. In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the President-elect shall become President and serve the remainder of the 
term.  If the President-elect is unable to serve then the First Vice President may assume the office of President.
B. In the event of a vacancy in the office of President-elect, First Vice-President, Recording Secretary or Treasurer the Execu-
tive Committee shall be empowered to appoint a person meeting the eligibility requirements of Section 5.2 to fill the office.  
Any such appointment shall be approved by the Board of Directors at their next meeting.
C  If an officer is incapacitated or unable to perform her duties for a period of three months, the office is declared vacant. 
Section	5.5		Duties	of	Officers. Each officer shall send to her successor all property in her custody, unless otherwise ordered by 
the Executive Committee within 30 days after expiration of her term of office. 
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PRESIDENT 
1. The President shall be the official representative of GFWC MT.
2. She shall supervise the work of GFWC MT.
3. She shall preside at all meetings of GFWC MT, the Board of Directors and Executive Committee.  
4. She shall serve as the Dean of District Presidents. 
5. She shall be an ex-officio member of all departments and committees except the Elections Committees.
6. She shall sign all contracts and vouchers upon the treasury for the payment of all bills as authorized by the Board of Direc-
tors or the Executive Committee.
7. She shall authorize expenditures within the budget allocations.
8. She shall sign contracts during her administration regarding meetings and conventions only upon approval of the Budget and 
Finance Chairman.
9. She shall appoint a Corresponding Secretary, a Budget and Finance Chairman, a Bylaws Committee, and members of special 
committees. 
10. She shall present to the Executive Committee names of persons for appointment as Parliamentary Advisor, Chairmen of 
Committees and Department Programs and fill vacancies of appointees.
11. She shall serve on the Board of Directors of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs and attend all GFWC meetings and 
report for her administration.
12. She shall prepare and issue, with the Corresponding Secretary, the Call to the convention and to all regular and special 
meetings of the GFWC MT Board of Directors and Executive Committee.
13. She shall supervise the publication of “The Montana Woman”.

PRESIDENT-ELECT
1. In the absence of the President she shall perform the duties of the President.
2. She shall perform such other duties as may be assigned to her by the Board of Directors.
3. She shall serve as Chairman of the Membership Committee.
4. She shall serve as coordinator of activities of the District Presidents and the District Conventions.
5. She shall be responsible for compiling the GFWC MT Procedure Manual.
6. She shall plan and prepare for the program of work for her administration.
7. She shall sign contracts prior to her administration regarding meetings and conventions during her term only upon approval 
of the Budget and Finance Chairman.

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
1. She shall perform such other duties as may be assigned to her by the Board of Directors.
2. She shall serve as Dean of Departments.
3. She shall distribute the GFWC MT Procedure Manuals and Supplements to GFWC MT Executive Committee, Club Presi-
dents, District Presidents, Community Service Program Chairmen and Special Projects Chairmen.

RECORDING SECRETARY
1. She shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meetings of GFWC MT, the Board of Directors and the Executive Commit-
tee.
2. Within six weeks, she shall send the minutes of the Executive Committee and the Board of Directors to the Executive Com-
mittee.
3. She shall compile and keep up to date a catalog of all resolutions adopted.
5. She shall send a complete set of minutes of the administration to the President within 30 days after expiration of her term of 
office.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
1. She shall assist with the correspondence of GFWC MT as directed by the President.
2. She shall send out all notices of meetings and issue with the President the Call to the Convention.
3. She shall maintain an official list of GFWC MT clubs.
4. She shall serve as Chairman for the Committees on Credentials, Nominations and Elections. 17
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TREASURER
1. She shall receive all dues from clubs.
2. She shall remit per capita dues to the General Federation of Women’s Clubs by February 15.
3. She shall remit per capita dues to each District in the state by February 15.
4. She shall allocate the designated amount per member to the “Montana Woman” publication fund.
5. She shall maintain an official list of GFWC MT clubs.
6. She shall disburse funds only upon voucher signed by the President and the Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee.
7. She shall furnish bond in such a sum as approved by the Board of Directors, the cost to be borne by GFWC MT.
8. She shall keep in a permanent ledger, a separate record of income and expenses for each fund.
9. She shall prepare and submit a financial report at each meeting of the Executive Committee, Board of Directors and Conven-
tion.
10. She shall serve on the Committees on Budget and Finance and Credentials.
11. She shall prepare all records at the close of each fiscal year for review by a certified public accountant or another with simi-
lar credentials.

ARTICLE VI – BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 6.1 Eligibility.  Only members of clubs in active membership shall be eligible to serve on the Board of Directors, either 
by election or appointment.

Section 6.2  Composition,  The Board of Directors shall consist of:
A. Elected Personnel: GFWC MT Officers, District Presidents, Club Presidents, Past State Presidents, Past State Directors of 
Junior Clubs and Honorary Vice-Presidents. 
B. Appointed Personnel: Chairmen of Community Service Programs, Chairmen and committee members of Special Projects, 
Special Assignments and Standing Committees, Parliamentary Advisor, Corresponding Secretary, Chairman of Budget & Fi-
nance Committee, and The Montana Woman staff.

Section 6.3 Vacancies.  Vacancies among appointed members of the board shall be filled by appointment by the President.  
When a vacancy occurs among elected members of the board, the person selected by the appropriate district or club shall be-
come by virtue of her office, the person to fill the vacancy on the Board of Directors.  When a vacancy occurs in the office of 
GFWC MT then Article 5.4 of the GFWC MT Bylaws will be in effect.

Section	6.4		Duties.  The Board of Directors shall:
A. Transact business of GFWC MT between biennial conventions.  
B. Delegate to the Executive Committee such power as it deems necessary, provided that such power does not entail expendi-
ture of more than what is within the limits of the budget and policy of GFWC MT.  
C. Adopt the budget and decide upon investments of funds recommended by the Budget and Finance Committee.  
D. Adopt standing rules.  Such rules may be adopted by a majority vote at any meeting without previous notice, may be sus-
pended by a majority vote, amended or rescinded by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.  
E. Authorize contracts when necessary for the business of GFWC MT

Section 6.5  Meetings,  The Board of Directors shall: 
A. Meet in the fall of each year.  
B. Other meetings shall be held at the call of the President or upon written request of three members of the Executive 
Committee.  
C. All Board of Directors and club members shall pay a registration fee.

Section	6.6		Quorum.  Twenty members shall constitute a quorum.
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ARTICLE VII – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Section 7.1  Composition.  The Executive Committee shall consist of:
A. Elected Personnel - President, President-elect, First Vice-President, Recording Secretary and Treasurer.
B. Appointed Personnel: Corresponding Secretary, Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee, and Parliamentary Advisor.  
Section	7.2		Duties.	 The Executive Committee shall:
A. Transact business of GFWC MT between meetings of the Board of Directors.
B. Approve all appointments for Chairman of Department Community Service Programs and Standing Committees, Parliamen-
tary Advisor and Budget & Finance Chairman made by the President except Convention Program Chairman, and Corresponding 
Secretary.
C. Authorize contracts when necessary for the business of GFWC MT.
D. Approve the sites and dates for the Board of Directors meetings and the biennial convention.
E. Select financial institution(s) in whose custody securities shall be placed.
F. Report to each meeting of the Board of Directors.
G. Approve a certified public accountant or other with similar creditials and adopt the annual review.
H. Review and approve the budget recommended by the Budget and Finance Committee; to present said budget to the Board of 
Directors for final action.
I. Approve the registration fees for the convention.
J. Create and dissolve special committees.
K. Prepare and submit standing rules to the Board of Directors for final approval.
L. Review proposed amendments to the bylaws and resolutions.
M. Approve the program of the current administration.
Section 7.3  Meetings   The Executive Committee shall meet prior to the Board of Directors meetings and Convention.  Other 
meetings shall be held at the call of the President or upon written request of any three members of the Executive Committee. 
Emergency business may be conducted by mail, telephone, fax or e-mail.
Section	7.4		Quorum Five members shall constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE  VIII –COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMS
Section	8.1		Definition.  The community service programs shall correspond to those of the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. 
Section 8.2  Size and term.  Each program shall be administered by a chairman.  The community service program chairmen 
shall be appointed for a term of two years.  
Section	8.3		Duties.  The community service program chairmen shall: 
A. Be responsible for the implementation of the designated programs consulting with the President or President-elect to plan, 
outline and promote programs of work and study. 
B. Work with their corresponding General Federation of Women’s Clubs Chairmen. 
C. Submit reports as required.
D. Keep a complete record of work done and turn it over to their successors at the close of the administration.

ARTICLE IX – COMMITTEES
Section 9.1 Standing Committees.   The members of the standing committees shall be appointed by the President with the ap-
proval of the Executive Committee for a term of two years.
A.  Budget and Finance  This committee shall be composed of five members: The Chairman, the President and Treasurer as ex-
officio members and two appointed members who shall not be members of the Executive Committee.  The remaining members 
of the Executive Committee shall be invited to attend meetings without vote.  It shall be the duty of this committee to: (a) pre-
pare a budget and submit it with recommendations to the Executive Committee for presentation to the Board of Directors and to 
report thereafter as requested as to the status of the budget; (b) review the financial affairs of GFWC MT, making recommenda-
tions regarding dues and investments as necessary; (c) consider and make recommendations for expenditures not provided for 
in the budget and (d) employ the services of a Certified Public Accountant or another with similar credentials to make a compila 
tion of the books of the Treasurer.
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B.	Constitution	and	Bylaws		 This committee shall number not more than seven members with at least one member represent-
ing each district in the state.  The Parliamentary Advisor shall serve as an advisor to the committee.  This committee shall sub-
mit proposed amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws as provided in Article XIII (amendments).   It shall submit proposed 
bylaw amendments to the Executive Committee for review.  The committee shall submit standing rules to the Executive Com-
mittee for consideration.
C. Convention and Meetings  It shall be the duty of the chairman to coordinate the work of the various committees necessary 
for the proper conduct of the biennial convention.
D.	Credentials	 It shall be the duty of the committee to certify the eligibility of delegates and nonvoting members and to furnish 
to the Elections Committee a list of accredited delegates entitled to vote.
E.	Dean	of	Chairmen.  The First Vice President shall be  Dean of Chairmen.  Her duties shall be to notify local clubs of the 
GFWC MT reporting guidelines and the importance of submitting reports.  Once reports have been submitted to her, she shall 
distribute reports to corresponding GFWC MT Chairmen and GFWC MT President for their compilation and submission to 
GFWC.
F. Elections  This committee shall be composed of one member from each district and the Corresponding Secretary who will 
serve as Chairman.  It shall be the duty of this committee to notify local clubs of the procedures to be followed in submitting an 
endorsement of a candidate for GFWC MT office.  The chairman shall receive nominations of candidates for office and notify 
the President of receipt of the endorsements and submit the names of the candidates to The Montana Woman, to be published 
prior to the GFWC MT Convention.  The names of all candidates who meet the requirements for eligibility shall be placed on 
the ballot.  The committee shall conduct the election.
G. Legislation / Public Policy  There shall be a Chairman of Legislation/Public Policy working directly under the President.  
Her duties shall be to implement the legislative program of GFWC, keep the members informed of the status of pending legisla-
tion, develop and promote an educational program concerning legislation and serve as a member of the Resolutions Committee.
H.		Membership	 The President-elect shall be Chairman of Membership.  Her duties are to promote membership.
I. Resolutions  This committee shall be composed of three members, one of whom shall be the chairman of Legislation/Public 
Policy.  It shall be the duty of this committee to receive and consider resolutions pertinent to the work and objectives of GFWC 
MT and to determine when the purpose of the resolution has been accomplished.  Resolutions suggested by clubs or districts 
shall be submitted to the Resolutions Committee Chairman on or before February 1 of even numbered years.  Proposed reso-
lutions shall be submitted to the Executive Committee for review and presented to the convention for action.  Standing rules 
governing resolutions shall be adopted by the Board of Directors.
J.		Women’s	History	and	Resource	Center	(WHRC)	 It shall be the duty of this committee to promote the preservation and 
compilation of the history of women.  The mission and focus of the WHRC shall be governed by its mission statement and col-
lections policy, which shall be reviewed annually by the Executive Committee.
Section 9.2 Special Committees.   Other committees shall be created as deemed necessary by the President, Executive Com-
mittee, or the Board of Directors.  Appointments to these committees shall be made by the President with the approval of the 
Executive Committee.

ARTICLE X – NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS
Section 10.1 Nominations.   Nominations for the office of President-elect, First Vice-President, Recording Secretary and Tresur
er shall be made by endorsements and must be for a specific office.
Section 10.2 Endorsements.   Endorsements shall be obtained from three clubs in separate cities of the District or from the 
Board of Directors of the District in which the candidate resides.  Documentation of such endorsement shall include the page(s) 
of minutes of the meeting endorsing the candidate or when polling by mail, email or phone a statement regarding the outcome 
of such poll.  Endorsements shall be verified by signatures of the presidents and secretaries of the three clubs or the District and 
be sent to the GFWC MT Elections Chairman, by January 10 of the even numbered years.
Section	10.3		Nominations	from	the	floor.  Nominations may be made from the floor following the report of the Elections 
Committee.  Candidates so nominated shall have consented to be nominees; shall have provided 25 signatures of delegates at 
the convention and shall meet the bylaws requirements of eligibility, as provided in Section 5.2.
Section	10.4		Elections.  Candidates’ names and the offices they seek shall be announced in The Montana Woman in the even 
numbered years.  A plurality vote shall elect.  The President-elect shall automatically accede to her respective office without 
standing for election.
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ARTICLE XI – CONSTITUENT DIVISIONS 
Section	4.1		Names. The constituent divisions of GFWC MT should include General Federation of Women’s Clubs or 
GFWC in their name to show their relationship to the international organization.
Section	4.2			Purpose. The purpose of constituent divisions shall be to promote a better understanding of the structure, pro-
gram and challenge of GFWC.
Section	4.3			Clubs.	 Women’s Clubs in Montana may join together to form the State Federation.  In order to be recognized by 
GFWC MT, clubs shall elect a president and secretary and such additional officers or directors as the club may provide in its 
bylaws; and hold at least one meeting per two year administration.
Section	4.4		Districts  Women’s Clubs shall be grouped into Districts by geographical divisions, determined by the Board of 
Directors and listed herein.  In order to be recognized by GFWC MT, districts shall elect a president and secretary and such ad-
ditional officers or directors as the district may provide in its bylaws.  Each District shall hold at least one convention during an 
administration; the dates to be determined by the GFWC MT Executive Committee, in consultation with the GFWC President 
and the District President.

Western	District
Lincoln, Flathead, Sanders, Lake, Mineral, Missoula, Powell, Granite, Ravalli, Deer Lodge, and Beaverhead Counties.

Central	District
Glacier, Toole, Liberty, Hill, Blaine, Pondera, Teton, Chouteau, Lewis and Clark, Cascade, Judith Basin, Fergus, Silver Bow, 
Jefferson, Broadwater, Meagher, Wheatland, Madison and Galatin Counties 

Eastern	District
Philips, Valley, Daniels, Sheridan, Roosevelt, Petroleum, Garfield, McCone, Richland, Dawson, Prairie, Wibaux, Golden Valley, 
Musselshell, Rosebud, Custer, Fallon, Park, Sweet Grass, Stillwater, Yellowstone, Carbon, Big Horn, Treasure, Powder River 
and Carter Counties.

ARTICLE XII – CONVENTIONS
Section	12.1		Biennial	Convention.	 GFWC MT shall hold a biennial convention in the even numbered years.  That place and 
date shall be determined by the President with approval of the Executive Committee.  The call to Convention shall be issued at 
least six weeks prior to the convention to all active members.
Section 12.2  Representation.  The voting body shall be accredited delegates or alternates from clubs in active membership.
A.  One delegate from each club of 10 members or fewer; one additional delegate for each additional 10 members, or major 
fraction thereof, based on per capita dues paid by March 20. 
B.  In addition, the Board of Directors, as defined in Article 6, Section 6.2, shall be entitled to vote by virtue of their office.
Section 12.3  Voting Members.  All delegates, including the Executive Committee, shall pay registration fees for the entire 
convention to be entitled to vote.  Though entitled to vote in several capacities, a voting member shall have but one vote.  There 
shall be no absentee or proxy voting allowed.
Section	12.4		Non-voting	Members.	  Any member in active membership in GFWC may attend the biennial convention as a 
visitor.  These members shall be required to pay the registration fee although they have no vote.
Section 12.5  Registration.  The Executive Committee shall determine the biennial convention registration fees which shall be 
used to finance the convention.  All in attendance shall pay registration fee.  All election credentials shall be claimed by 6:00 PM 
on the day preceding the election.  
Section	12.6		Quorum.	 The quorum for a convention shall be 30 delegates representing at least 1/3rd of active clubs.

ARTICLE XIII – AMENDMENTS
These bylaws may be amended at any board of directors meeting or biennial convention by a two-thirds vote of those present 
and voting, provided the proposed amendment has been published 30 days prior to meeting.  Amendments of an emergency 
nature may be considered at these same meetings by unanimous vote of those present and voting.

ARTICLE XIV – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern GFWC MT in all cases to 
which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and any special rules of order that GFWC 
MT may adopt.
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GFWC of Montana     STANDING RULES

1.  Members shall not use their position to endorse enterprises, and shall not receive pay for the use of their names 
and federation titles, nor shall they exploit GFWC MT in furthering partisan politics or circularize the membership of 
GFWC MT or of the clubs for anything other than GFWC MT projects.

2.  Dues for Women’s Clubs and Junior Women’s Clubs will be twenty-two dollars ($22) per capita with the excep-
tion of TOPP’s and PDQ’s clubs whose dues will be twenty ($20) per capita as they do not pay for a subscription to 
the Montana Woman and dues for Juniorette Clubs will be seventeen dollars ($17) per capita until such a time when 
here is a rate change. 

3. Visible identification signifying VISITOR or DELEGATE shall be worn at all official meetings.

4. The first Board of Directors meeting of each administration may be held in Helena in October.  The second Board 
of Directors meeting is to be held at a site selected by the President and the Board of Directors. 

5. To comply with GFWC International and Western States Region (WSR) rules and regulations, nominations and 
elections for GFWC and WSR offices may be held at the GFWC MT Board of Directors meetings or at the biennial 
conventions.

6. Any GFWC MT member whose local club is no longer federated may retain her membership in GFWC MT by 
paying dues of $22 to the Treasurer.  She will then be known as a Member-at-large with all membership privileges.  

7. GFWC MT shall reimburse the Hostess Club, upon presentation of proper documentation, up to $500 for GFWC 
MT Biennial Convention expenses.

8. Members of the Board of Directors may be reimbursed traveling expenses for attending GFWC MT Board of 
Directors meetings.  Her claim for transportation shall be based on actual rate of 25 cents per mile one way.  If she 
gives transportation to other members of the Board of Directors, also eligible for traveling expenses, her bill for 
transportation shall be construed as covering the traveling expenses of all her passengers.  

9. Any member of the Board of Directors with approved expenses must submit a request for expenses to the presi-
dent for payment within 60 days of incurring expense. 

10. All members of the Executive Committee may be reimbursed for official meal functions, housing and mileage 
- based on actual rate of 25 cents per mile one way - when attending GFWC MT Executive Committee meetings, 
Board of Directors meetings, and Biennial Convention. All requests for expenses must be presented to the president 
for payment within 60 days of the approved expenses.

11. The GFWC MT President may be reimbursed for attending the General Federation of Women’s Clubs Conven-
tions, Board of Directors meetings and Western States Region Conferences during her term of office:  registration, 
housing, official meal functions, and travel expenses not provided for by GFWC International. She may also be 
reimbursed for attending GFWC MT District meetings outside of her district during her term of office:  registration, 
housing, official meal functions and travel expenses.  All requests for expenses must be presented for payment within 
60 days of the approved expenses.
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12. The GFWC MT President-elect may be reimbursed for attending the General Federation of Women’s Club Ori-
entation meeting for in-coming state presidents and General Federation of Women’s Clubs Convention in the second 
year of her term:  registration, housing expenses of the Convention Hotel room charge, official meal functions and 
travel expenses not provided for by GFWC International.  

13. GFWC MT shall be responsible for meals, housing expenses and local transportation of the invited GFWC Inter-
national officer to any GFWC MT meeting.

14.  GFWC MT shall publish in the Fall issue of The Montana Woman at the beginning of each administration: 
GFWC MT Bylaws, GFWC MT and GFWC International officers, GFWC MT Department Program Chairmen, Spe-
cial and Standing Committees, District Officers and a listing of active clubs and their presidents.
 
15. No portion of The Montana Woman’s mailing list shall be given or sold to be used for commercial purposes.  

16. No GFWC MT meeting shall be used as an advertising medium for commercial purposes, except for articles ad-
vertised in The Montana Woman, without approval of the Executive Committee. 

17. No selling shall take place in the meeting room and/or registration area at GFWC MT meetings unless such sales 
have prior approval of the GFWC MT Executive Committee.

18.  Each candidate for office will be presented to the convention body prior to the day of voting.  

19. At least one opportunity to meet the candidates will be provided prior to the day of the election, with specific time 
and location to be announced.

20. There shall be no campaigning of any kind at GFWC MT meetings except at time(s) designated.

GFWC of Montana Standing Rules Amended April 19, 2008

         Win A Free Registration at a State Meeting!!! 

Be on the lookout for a hand-stamped clock design in 
your issue of the Montana Woman magazine…   If you 
can tell Nancy the page number and what time it is on the 
clock face, you could have your registration fee paid at a 
state meeting of your choice during this administration.  

If you choose to not use it for yourself, it can be transferred to any member 
who will be a “first-time” attendee at a state meeting.

23



The GFWC Montana Woman is published quarterly (Summer, Fall, Winter and Spring) 
by the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Montana and is an Official Publication of 
GFWC of Montana. The subscription price is included in the annual dues. Periodical postage 
is paid at Plains, MT.

Return Service to:
The GFWC Montana Woman
c/o Membership Chairman/Circulation Manager
Joyce Rogers
P.O. Box 2778, Columbia Falls, MT 59912
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The GFWC Montana Woman
Executive Editor

Nancy Hanford
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P. O. Box 1293, Fort Benton, MT 59442
4849nan@mtintouch.net

Managing Editor
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pln3392@blackfoot.net

Publisher
The Printery, Plains, MT

Important Dates to Remember

September 1 ~          Summer “Kick Up Your Heels” Report (June, July, Aug) due to GFWC
             Headquarters & to Joyce Rogers, GFWC Montana Membership Chairman
September 5-9 ~       Western States Region Conference, Anchorage, Alaska
September	28-29	~				GFWC	of	MT	Board	of	Director’s	Meeting,	Hilton	Garden	Inn	~	
    Great Falls, MT
November 1 ~      National Author’s Day ~ Started by GFWC in 1929 as a way to celebrate 
    American authors and their contributions to the creation of the U. S. 
November 1 ~      Dues and membership lists due to GFWC of Montana
December	1	~        Fall “Lace Up Your Shoes” Report (Sept, Oct, and Nov) due to GFWC
              Headquarters & to Joyce Rogers, GFWC Montana Membership Chairman


