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Jason DeShaw is a mental health activist 
and musician from Montana.  He has recorded 
six albums, toured seven countries, and sung at 
just about every county fair.  
     Behind the scenes, Jason nearly lost his 
life due to mental illness and is living proof 
that hope is worth believing in.  Serenity in the 
Storm is Jason’s presentation – a story of hope, 
set to the soundtrack of his life.  His journey 
to help others has taken him to schools, com-
munities, and psychiatric hospitals across the 
nation.  
     He received the Champions Award in Wash-
ington D.C. from the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) for “exhibiting cour-
age, leadership and service on behalf of all 
people living with mental illness.”

On the Cover



Let’s Make it a 
Date!

GFWC of Montana Biennial 
Convention:  April 24-25, 2020, 
Billings  

GFWC International Convention:  
June 27-30, 2020, Atlanta GA
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The Montana Woman

The Montana Woman is published quarterly, in August, November, February and 
May.  The deadline for news is the first of the month preceding the publication 
date.  We encourage GFWC of Montana clubs to share their news in the Montana 
Woman.  

Mail or e-mail news and photographs to:
Mary Lou Hermes, Editor
Box 133, Paradise, MT 59856
pln3392@blackfoot.net
406-826-3392

Mail or e-mail change of address to:
GFWC of Montana Membership Chairman, Florence Diede
535 Johnson Lane, Billings, MT 59101 
fdiede@bresnan.net 
406-245-4998 (home), 406-861-1681 (cell)

Congratulations, Club Women! We’ve Filled 
the Quota of bags!

Volunteers, including  old hand Dixie Hertel and new member 
Heather Allen, work on filling the last of the bags.

Sign on an Arizona freeway:
Drive Hammered

Get Nailed



From the President
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     Winter greetings to 
you all, even though 
it’s still Fall!  We’ve 
already had some 
record-breaking snow 
around the state.  How-
ever, today is a beau-
tiful autumn day and 
I’m thankful for the 
sunshine.

Another Board of Director’s meeting is completed.  
Thank you to all who attended, I hope you enjoyed the 
meeting as much as I did, in spite of the fact that we 
worked so hard on amending our Bylaws!  The good 
news is that we also had a lot of fun.  Bunco night, 
directed by Lynn Foreman, was a first for me and many 
others.  There were prizes and lots of laughter.  We all 
gathered to fill 50 – yes 50! – duffle bags, and it was 
done in record time.  I think everyone has gotten that 
process down pat.

We had an excellent presentation by Jim Fitzgerald of 
Intermountain Children’s Home.  His sobering discus-
sion of youth with depression and suicidal ideation was 
eye-opening for some, and all too close to home for 
others.  The balance for that was singer/songwriter Ja-
son DeShaw.  His concert on Saturday evening gave us 
a compelling sense of hope, through his telling of his 
story and his unending hope that lives can be saved and 
individuals with mental illness can continue to thrive.  
Take a look at Jason’s website for more information 
about his journey.

When we started on the process of amending the 
Bylaws, it was noted that only members of the Board 
of Directors could vote.  There were other GFWC 
members, not on the Board, in attendance.  So, the 

question was posed to me – “If I can’t vote, why am 
I here?”  What a great question.  It’s important to 
note that a non-voting member can still participate in 
discussion.  While that’s important to know, I got a 
much better response from a non-voting member. She 
said to me “Every time I come to a meeting, I learn so 
much.  I meet women who have so much experience 
and teach me a lot. I can help my club understand the 
bigger scope of GFWC.  I don’t know if I want to be 
on the Board yet, but if I get to that point, I’ll under-
stand what is expected of me and will do a better job.”  
Couldn’t have said it better myself.  So, I encourage 
every member of GFWC Montana to attend Board 
of Director’s meetings.  Also, understand that voting 
members at the State Convention in April are different, 
and it is possible that you will be one of the voting 
members chosen from your club.  

My wish for each of you is for a healthy and happy 
winter.  Take time to love your family and friends, and 
also take good care of yourself.  And, thanks so much 
for all you do for your community.

Yours in Federation,
Joyce



     GFWC Montana has never before presented a res-
olution to GFWC International.  A group of our mem-
bers, who attended the Western States Region confer-
ence, decided to develop a resolution related to our 
special project, youth aging out of foster care.
      The resolution was adopted at our Board of Di-
rector’s meeting in October, and sent to GFWC.  The 
Resolutions Committee of GFWC did some refining 
of our version and the resolution you see here is the 
final result.  It will be presented at the International 
Conference in Atlanta, in June.  This is a very exciting 
development.  Our hope is that clubs across the US 
will become actively involved in helping these youth 
continue their education, which will bolster their abil-
ity to be successful. 

The Resolution
[Education Of Young Adults Raised In Foster Care]
WHEREAS, On an annual basis, more than 20,000 

The GFWC Leadership Education and Development 
Seminar (LEADS) program is intended to identify 
GFWC members at the grass-roots level who have 
the potential and the desire to assume leadership po-
sitions in GFWC beyond their club. Participation in 
LEADS can help these members gain the capabilities, 
confidence, and commitment necessary to pursue and 
achieve higher office and serve with distinction. The 
LEADS program is held annually the day before the of-
ficial opening of the GFWC Annual Convention. It is a 
full day of activities, and includes breakfast and lunch. 

It is highly recommended that each State Federation 
LEADS candidate meet the following criteria:
• Demonstrates leadership capabilities at the club 
level as an active club president, club officer, or club 
project or committee chairman
• Exhibits a commitment to the Federation
• Exhibits an understanding of the GFWC mis-
sion of community service, illustrated by programs and 
projects in which she is or has been involved
• Demonstrates leadership skills, including, but 
not limited to, organization, responsibility, trustworthi-
ness, enthusiasm, and flexibility
• Exhibits an interest in and willingness to pursue 
higher leadership positions in GFWC

GFWC Montana Sends Resolution 
to GFWC International

children in the United States foster care system reach 
the age of 18 and become ineligible for state-provided 
care; and 
WHEREAS, Of all children in foster care:
• Only 50% obtain their high school diploma 
before reaching the age of 18;
• Between 30% and 50% exit the foster care sys-
tem without obtaining a high school diploma; there-
fore
RESOLVED That the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs urges it member clubs to:
• Advocate for legislation that allows young 
adults in foster care the option of remaining in such 
care until they obtain a high school diploma;
• Work with organizations that provide young 
adults raised in foster care with scholarships, educa-
tion training vouchers, academic success coaching, 
personal mentoring, and student care packages; 
• Provide scholarships for young adults raised in 
foster care to further their post-high school education.]

Recommended by GFWC Montana

LEADS Candidates Sought
• Agrees to share information gained from partic-
ipation in LEADS with others in the state federation
• Understands and accepts potential expenses in-
volved in participation
• Has not held elected positions at or beyond the 
state level (this criterion is recommended in order to 
encourage potential leaders at the club level to apply)
• Has not attended a previous LEADS program. 
Members are eligible to attend only once
GFWC will cover a portion of the attendees’ expenses, 
including:
• Stipend of $250 for travel
• Lodging allowance of half of the double room 
rate for two nights at the Convention hotel
• Breakfast and lunch during the LEADS pro-
gram
• Checks will be distributed to candidates upon 
attendance and completion of the seminar.
GFWC Montana provides $500 toward the attendee’s 
expenses. LEADS attendees are expected to be respon-
sible for a portion of their expenses as an affirmation of 
their personal commitment. 
All GFWC Montana members are encouraged to con-
sider attendance at this seminar.  It is so enlightening, 
and you will meet wonderful clubwomen from across 
the nation.  5
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GFWC Leadership, Education and Development Seminar 
(LEADS) APPLICATION FORM

Name: _______________________________________________________
Address:            ___________ 
Phone:          ______Email:      __
Club:           ______District:       
  
Please answer the following questions in as much detail as possible:
(Attach a separate sheet of paper if more space is needed)
List all local club offices and/or chairmanships held:         
                
      ________________________________

List all district offices and/or chairmanships held:          
                
      _________________________________

List GFWC club/district programs/projects in which involved:        
                
                
  __________________________________________________

List positions at the district, state, and/or national level in which you are interested:    
                
       ________________________
Are you willing to: 
 

·	 Cover costs to attend GFWC LEADS not covered by GFWC or state?  Y e s 
__  No __

·	 Share what you have learned at LEADS with your state’s members?  Y e s 
__  No __

Return this form, along with two letters of support from active GFWC club members, to 
Joyce DeCunzo, 5420 Peaks View Dr., Helena MT 59602.  Applications must be submit-
ted by March 4, 2020.
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Nationwide, GFWC clubs have been participating in 
President Brock’s grand initiatives.  Here’s a list of 
what had been accomplished by June, 2019:

• That 1,000 projects would be done on Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day of Service in January 2019 and 
January 2020.  To Date:  789 projects done.
• That 1,000 projects would be done for Women 
in the Military.  To date: 799 projects completed.
• That 1,000 projects members will donate $1,000 
and become members of the Million Dollar Club.  To 
date:  99 members have joined.
• That 2,500 members will join the Legislative 
Action Center.  To date:  1,594 members have joined 
since July 1, 2018.
• That 20,000 trees will be planted on Federation 
and or Arbor Day.  To date:  17,822 trees have been 
planted.
• That 40,000 pairs of shoes will be donated to 
Soles4Souls and Nike Reuse-a-shoe- program.  To date:  
36,763 pairs of shoes have been donated.
• That 55,000 Dr. Seuss books will be donated to 
local city schools and day care centers.  To date:  50, 
716 Dr. Seuss books have been donated.

Clubs still have opportunities, some coming up soon, 
to help President Brock realize these goals:

• Martin Luther King Day of Service is January 
20, 2020.  Your club can choose any project important 
to you to celebrate this day.

• Arbor Day is April 24, 2020.  Plant a tree, or do-
nate to or work with any local or national organization 
that plants trees.
• Report any project your club does relating to 
women in the military.
• Talk with your members about joining the Leg-
islative Action Center.  If you need help, contact Joyce 
Hooper, GFWC MT Legislative and Public Policy 
chairwoman, at hooperj139@gmail.com.
• Collect shoes for Soles4Souls.  See article in 
this issue.
• Begin collecting Dr. Seuss books and wait for 
instructions from our ESO chairwoman Bobbie Con-
rady.  This will be a special project at our April state 
convention.
• Plan how you or your club can become members 
of the Million Dollar Club.  You can contact GFWC for 
more information.

REMEMBER:  As your president, I will be reporting 
your activities in all these areas.  Simply send me an 
email at joycedecunzo2018@gmail.com, telling me 
how many projects you have done related to any of 
these initiatives.  

Dr. Seuss’s the Lorax states:  “Unless someone like you 
cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, 
it’s not.”

GFWC President Mary Ellen Brock’s Grand Initiatives



     We are in the home stretch of 
President Joyce’s project and we 
are happy to report we have ex-
ceeed our goals.  At the GFWC 
Fall Meeting in Helena this past 
October we filled 50 duffel bags 
with the help of many of the club-
women who attended the meeting.  
This picture shows some of those 
who helped along with the pile of 
completed duffel bags.  From left 
to right we have Cathy Culver, 
Lorrie Hardy, Kim Montag, Jo 
Campbell, Toni Scully, Nancy Hanford and Adina Fox.  
These duffel bags were delivered to the Department of 
Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) in Helena 
to be distributed throughout Montana.  A big thank you 
to all the clubwomen who helped us complete this task.
The feedback we have gotten from DPHHS has been 
very positive and the foster kids really appreciate re-
ceiving our duffel bags.  Their favorite item seems to be 
the fleece blankets.  Special thanks to Clubwoman Ter-
ry Engel from GFWC Madison Valley Woman’s Club 
who made the 50 fleece blankets we used to fill these 
bags.  
Due to the generous support of our clubs and friends we 
have exceeded our goal and still have more duffel bags 
to complete.  As of October 31, 2019 we have complet-

YouthEquip – Update on President Joyce’s Project

ed 254 duffel bags – well over our goal of 200.  In order 
for us to accomplish this – we received over $6,200 
of in-kind donations, cash donations of $6,900, and the 
quilt raffle raised $1,231.  After considering our ex-
penses, we have $2,200 of cash remaining to complete 
a few more duffel bags.  
We have 20 more duffel bags which we plan to fill and 
deliver before our Spring Convention.  We hope to be 
able to donate any funds and supplies remaining from 
YouthEquip to the DPHHS program so they might be 
able to continue the duffel bag project.  Thanks again 
for all your support of President Joyce’s YouthEquip 
project.

GFWC Montana President’s Project Fundraisers
Kim Montag and Toni Scully
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     Joyce and her husband, Ralph, completed another 21 bags and deliv-
ered them to DPHHS.Our goal was 200. We have delivered 275! GFWC 
Montana Clubwomen, You Rock!!



9

2019 GFWC Montana Fall Board Meeting
It was a great gathering!

Starting with a greeting from the Mayor, 
Wilmot Collins

Dinner at Lucca’s the 
night before the Fall 
Board meeting in Helena.  
Starting at bottom left:  
Kim Montag, Toni Scul-
ly, Lorrie Hardy, Marsha 
Hotchkiss, Lynn Foreman, 
Florence Diede, Joyce 
DeCunzo, Sandi Conrady, 
Adina Fox, Nancy Hanford, 

The major business of the meeting involved 
updating and revising the GFWC Montana bylaws, 
mostly to make the terminology consistent. Heroic 
past president Dixie Hertel read for the assembly 
each proposed change, both in its present and in its 
proposed form.

Dixie Hertel at the mike, Lorrie Hardy, Adina Fox, 
Florence Deide, Joyce DeCunzo at head table



Project Reports

Speaker Jim Fitzgerald, of Intermountain 
Children’s Home.  brings us up to date on 
homeless youth.

   Reports about GFWC International projects

And Fund Raising
Terry Kockler, left, shows  Pearls valued at $2200 
which were donated to us by The Pearl Guy.  A 
limited number of raffle tickets are being sold at 
$25 each.  Contact Terry at tgkockler@gmail.com to 
purchase tickets.  The winner will be announced at 
our State Convention in April, in Billings.

Dorothy Murnin claims the 
prize for the quilt raffle on 
behalf of Denise Hartse, a 
member of her home 
club. 

Even the table decorations were auctioned to bring 
in  project money. Here auctioneer Linda Suckow is 
assisted by a popular young and handsome waiter. 

10

As always, 
beautiful 
baskets
to bid on!
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Festive Evening Gatherings

With kookie cheer-
leaders, who had done 
this cheer at the West-
ern states meeting.

Lovely place settings for 
every meal

And music from a great singer,
Jason DeShaw
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     A great time was had by the 43 women (11 tables) 
and one ringleader who participated in 
the first GFWC State of Montana  Bun-
co event following dinner.  
     Many of the participants had nev-
er played; but, after a few rounds and 
some mix-ups – caught on quickly.  The 
movement of winners to new tables af-
ter each round and switching partners 
was a great way to interact with differ-
ent ladies.  As the enthusiasm height-
ened, the “green fuzzy” was tossed 
vigorously each time someone shouted 
“BUNCO”.  
     Lots of prizes were awarded  High 
Score, 2nd Place, Low Score, Most 
Buncos….  Random drawing of score sheets was a 
great way to hand out the remaining prizes and finish a 
fun filled night.  

Submitted by Lynn Foreman, the ringleader.  

Friday Night Bunco !

Here’s our wonderful 
LEADS member 

Linda Suckow,  at the 
Bunco party
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     Alice Gleason, GFWC Ronan Woman’s Club member was honored as 
the 2018-2020 Montana Jennie Award winner at lunch Saturday during the Fall 
Board meeting in Helena. She is pictured at left with Chair person , Past Pres-
ident Joyce Rogers.
     Diane Grant, a fellow clubwoman, submitted a superb nomination pack-
et titled “A Woman of Substance, A Friend to All.”  It included pictures and 
testimonials from family, community members and clubwomen.   The Jennie 
Award is the only national award that recognizes an individual member for a 
lifetime of achievement to her club, community, and family.  The nomination 
was forwarded to GFWC Western Region, selected as a finalist, and has been 
forwarded to GFWC International.  
     Alice is a 50 year GFWC club woman.  She has 
served in all club offices, committees, and proj-
ects.  33 years ago she created the still happening 

Ronan club fundraiser Flea Market and Craft Fair.
     She was active in the building of the Ronan community hospital and nursing home 
expansions, building and maintaining the local Community Center, co-founded the 
Back Country Horseman and their Adopt-A-Highway program.  A board member of 
the Garden of the Rockies Museum, a PTA president, home room mother, and vol-
unteer at wrestling tournaments, she still had time to teach Sunday school and direct 
the church choir.
     Married for 62 years to her husband Larry who recently passed, she raised 4 chil-
dren, served as a role model for hundreds more as a childcare provider and was the 
School Head Cook for over 16 years. 

Montana’s Jenny Award Candidate!

Alice, with two of her 
daughters

     What:  an opportunity for students grades K-12 to 
express their creativity, compete with other students, be 
recognized for their work and possibly win awards by 
writing short story or poetry.
     How:  the writing students normally do as part of 
their curricula would work well; there is no need for ex-
tra projects on the part of teachers or students.  Parents 
sign a simple creative arts waiver.  Students (or parents) 
type the entry in the specified format and, where pos-
sible, submit the entry electronically to the appropriate 
teacher who will then send them to the GFWC State 
Writing Chair as noted below.
     When:  Teachers gather entries until the December 
holiday break.  They may be sent to the State Chair (see 
below) anytime prior to last week of February 2020.
     Writings are then submitted to a panel of judges who 
determine state winners for first, second and third place 

for both poetry and short story, for grade groups K-2, 
3-5, 6-9 and 10-12.  Those winners will receive recog-
nition from GFWC/Montana as well as small monetary 
awards.  The first place winners will be forwarded to 
GFWC/international in Washington; DC to compete 
with writings by students across the U.S. 
     Who:  contest sponsored by GFWC/Helena (a phil-
anthropic organization dedicated to improving the lives 
of members of our community through volunteer ser-
vice).  

GFWC State Chair/Youth Writing Contest:
Marsha Baumeister
sagemesa@msn.com
505-681-1912 (cell)

Youth Writing Contest
(Sponsored by the General Federation of Women’s Clubs)



     There are resources for you.  First of all, review the 
manual on awards at https://GFWC.org.
     How can you make reporting easy on your club?  
Here are a few hints:
1.  Develop and use a method to keep track of 
your activities throughout the year.  
     As reporting follows the calendar year it is easy to 
forget something your club did in January or February 
a year later. 
a. Keep track of EACH project:
     i. Dollars donated
     ii. In-Kind Donations
     iii. Volunteer hours
b. Record details of community involvement:
     i. Who benefited
     ii. Other organizations involved
c. GFWC committee involvement
     i. Special Programs
     ii. Community Service Programs
     iii. Advancement Areas
     iv. Fundraising & Development
     v. Women’s History Resource Center
     vi. Epsilon Sigma omicron (ESO)
     vii. GFWC Partnerships 
2. Reports need to be factual but well written.    
      Who in your club enjoys writing? Ask that person 
to help by editing club reports.
3. What are you thinking about in November and 

Reporting Hints – Presented October 12,2019 Fall Board Meeting
Lynn Foreman

December?  NOT reports.  Mid-January is a good time 
to prepare club reports, to be sent into the state by Feb-
ruary 5.
4. Why in the world are we doing these reports?
• Share your club Reports with your members. It 
validates their hard work;
• Reports create a history of club’s projects;
• Reports can be shared between clubs.  One 
might benefit from learning what your club did success-
fully;
• Reports are submitted to GFWC Internation-
al, where the information from all states is collated.  
GFWC then publishes a report that shows the full ex-
tent of our volunteer efforts – number of volunteers, 
hours of participation, fundraising efforts, in-kind con-
tributions and other data.
• Each club could receive a national award or a 
prize!

There was a good exchange of ideas by Club represen-
tatives.  Again, lets setup our efforts to get the recog-
nition the GFWC State of Montana deserves.  You are 
ALL doing wonderful things in support of your com-
munities

The reporting 2019 reporting forms are available on the 
GFWC Montana Website.   Contact Lynn Foreman with 
questions.   

     I recently returned from Washington D.C. as I was 
privileged to attend the GFWC Orientation Meeting.  I 
found a great publication of Phyllis Wood, Registered 
Parliamentarian. The following are some tips noted in 
that publication:
• If you discover there is no flag in the room-what 
do you do?  Dispense with the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag of the United States of America. 
• If the Recording Secretary is not present – what 
do you do? Hold an election for a Recording Secretary 
pro-tem.  Do this by unanimous consent stating “If there 
is no objection, Mary Smith will serve as Secretary pro 
tem.”  If there is no objection, invite Mary Smith to 
come to the head table.
• If you have forgotten to bring the gavel – what 

do you do?  You don’t need a gavel to call a meeting 
to order – nor do you need the heel of shoe, silverware 
against a glass – no loud noise is necessary.
• If a newly elected officer cannot be present for 
the Installation Ceremony – what should you do, if 
anything? You can notify the installing officer that this 
officer will not be present but 
neither you nor the installing 
officer should get a stand-in 
for this officer.  This officer 
has been elected and will as-
sume the office when the term 
begins as stated in the bylaws 
regardless of the Installation 
Ceremony.

Some Tidbits for Parliamentary Procedure
Sandi Conrady
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Soles4Souls Project
by Cathy Culver

     As a new member of the General Federation of 
Women’s Club Helena, I was very excited and incredi-
bly nervous about chairing my first project, The Soles-
4Souls shoe drive. The goal of this project is to collect 
new or “lightly worn” shoes that could be distributed 
around the world to people that might not otherwise 
have the luxury of footwear. Imagine, going to an in-
terview and not having confidence because your only 
shoes have holes in them. Men, women, and children 
that rely on walking as their primary source of transpor-
tation often times are walking in unsanitary conditions, 
causing sickness and sometimes even death.
     I first reached out to the Soles4Souls Headquarters 
in Nashville TN to verify any legalities or rules that 
might apply to this project. They were incredibly help-
ful. They assured me that they would gladly take do-
nations of all sizes, genders, and genre of shoes. They 
verified that Zappos has a program, “Zappos For Good” 
in which partnering organizations can visit their web-
site and print off shipping labels. The only request is 
that each box is under 50 pounds and that each box has 
a separate label. The boxes are then dropped off at the 
local UPS store and shipped to their Headquarters to be 
distributed around the world.
     Since 2006 when Soles4Souls was founded, they 
have distributed more than 35 million pairs of shoes in
127 countries! We are happy to announce that our do-
nation consisted of 15 boxes and 239 pairs of shoes. 
That is 239 people around the world who will benefit 

from this wonder-
ful campaign. This 
was made possible 
by club members, 
including clubs 
around the State 
of Montana, who 
contributed at the 
State Board meet-
ing in Helena, MT 
in the month of 
October. As well, 
we had several 
businesses and 
churches in Hel-
ena that allowed 
us to place boxes 
in their buildings 
for donations to be 
dropped off. Home 
Depot was gracious 
enough to donate the boxes. This was certainly a team 
effort. Seven  of our local club members donated an 
hour and a half on a Saturday to pair the shoes and get 
them boxed up and ready for shipping. What a fun way 
to spend the afternoon! 
     The State President, Joyce DeCunzo would like 
to remind everyone who donated shoes to the Octo-
ber Board meeting to let her know, so she can include 
them in the annual report for GFWC International.
     In closing, this project was fun and most certainly 
worthwhile. I am grateful for the opportunity to be part 
of such a wonderful cause and to be working alongside 
all of the remarkable women in the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs. We would like to encourage other 
clubs to adopt this project. If we can be of any help, 
please feel free to contact myself, or one of the club 
members.

GFWC Montana Is On It! 
     Helena Woman’s Club members box-
ing up all the shoes donated by clubs at the 
Fall Board meeting.  Left to right: Marsha 
Baumeister, Joyce DeCunzo, Cathy Cul-
ver, Sandi Conrady, Anna Hoffman, Bob-
bie Conrady.  Not pictured Terry Kockler.  
We worked in Terry’s garage.

Chairman Cathy, & boxes of shoes
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     In March 2019, I received ESO reports from the 
Billings Junior Woman’s Club,  Bitterroot Woman’s 
Club and Helena Woman’s Club.  These lovely “book-
worms” have been devoted to reading but also diligent 
in reporting their books read to the State ESO Chair-
man. The State Statistical Report for 2018 ESO was 
submitted to GFWC National.  Volunteer Hours were 
reported as 3398 and number of books read as 450.
     I also submitted to the Chairman of National Educa-
tion Community Service Program an entry nominating 
Montana GFWC to win an award for outstanding par-
ticipation in a structural reading program.  It takes time 
to keep track and report the books. The categories were 
numerous.  I recommended notice be given to the Bit-
terroot Woman’s Club’s extraordinary efforts and par-
ticipation in ESO. This Club had 10 women that read 
324 books in 2018 and spent 1919 hours participating 
in ESO. Their achievements were astounding and in-
cluded Member Level  all the way to the Century Level. 
So ladies-pick up a book, read those books and RE-
PORT those books to the ESO State Chairman. March 
2020 is my reporting deadline for books read in 2019.
     Our National ESO Chairman suggested that our 
members read and discuss books that pertain to the 
United States Women’s Suffrage Movement as this is 
the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment which 
gives women the right to vote in America.  This would 
be a great idea for an activity on Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr.’s day which is January 20, 2020.  One of the Seven 
Grand Initiatives set out by our National President is 
participating in activities on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day.  The National Chairman provided a list which I 
will be happy to send to interested members. The list 
was provided to members that attended the Fall Board 
meeting.
     Montana’s GFWC project is Youth Equip. Our theme 
is Our Children, Our Future. Our future is our children. 
Encouraging children to read promises us a brighter fu-
ture. Why read to children? Why encourage children 
to read? I found 22 reasons courtesy of an online arti-
cle “Serious Reading”. Look them up! This article lists 
the reasons and explains the reasoning. A few are early 
reading makes for a better future and academic growth, 
reading builds confidence, independence and teaches 
humility. Reading gives them a better understanding of 
the world, broadens horizons and improves outlook on 
life AND teaches them to be leaders.
     Promoting literacy is a year around activity for 
GFWC members. Another Initiative is observing Read 
Across America.  It is the National President’s goal to 
collect and distribute 1000 Dr. Seuss books to schools, 
Headstart programs and other places that give children 
in need the opportunity to read. GFWC members have 
far exceeded this goal for the year.  There is a famous 
quote: “You’re never too old, too wacky, too wild, to 
pick up a book and read to a child”.  

ESO The GFWC Reading Program
By Bobbie Conrady, State ESO Chairman

   A bevy of clubwomen helped fix up this Wonkey Donkey as they shared     
parts of the children’s book by that name. It was easily the most entertain-
ing reporting event of the meeting. 
     Pictured left to right:  Beth Campbell, Marsha Baumeister, Bobbie 
Conrady, Sandi Conrady, Cathy Culver, and Jo Campbell is the wonky 
donkey.



      Hi ladies! Our time is winding down for taking pic-
tures to enter the photography contest and I just wanted 
to briefly remind you of some of the rules for submis-
sion:
     *The photos must be taken during the year of 2019.
The photos must be submitted to me no later than May 
15, 2020.
     *The photos must be on a ridged 8” X 10” mounted 
board, overall thickness may not exceed 3/8 “
     *No mattes, frames or hangers
     *Photos may be taken using film or digital cameras 
and may be color or black and white.
     *Each photo must have a label attached to the back 
with the following information:
          Contest name
 Name and state of sponsoring club
 Title and brief caption giving location, date, and 
other notes about the photo
          Photographers name, email address, mailing ad-
dress and phone number
           Arrow indicating top of photo

     You have three opportunities to participate in the 
photography contest:

The World in Pictures Contest:
     Living things---adults, children, pets, wildlife
     Scenes---landscapes, sunrise, sunset, water
     Still life---abstract, buildings, monuments

GFWC Volunteers in Action
    Provides members with the opportunity to demon-

strate their volunteer activities through photography
A Year in Pictures

     Also known as the GFWC Calendar Contest—fea-
tures photographs depicting the twelve months of the 
Year, providing members the opportunity to showcase 
their talents while supporting GFWC through the fund-
raising calendar.

     For your information and in case you don’t think 
you have a chance participating in the national contest, 
only 44 entries were submitted for the Year in Pictures 
contest, 31 photos were submitted for the Volunteers in 
Action contest, 38 Scenes, 38 living things, and 31 Still 
Life photographs.
     Again, only one state can have one entry into each 
category, so I encourage you to submit one photograph 
for each contest and increase those numbers! Those are 
low odds and we have a really good chance at winning!      
The holiday season is approaching with unlimited op-
portunities to take those awesome pictures, and by the 
way, where would we be without pictures to capture our 
lives and history…….think about it…
     So, this is brief, I didn’t cover everything, but please 
feel free to call me for additional information, 

Jo Campbell
Photography Chairman, Montana
27 Raghorn Court
Ennis MT 59729-9199
406-640-1083
Jocam724@gmail.com

GFWC Photography Contest

-
The 2020 Success for Survivors Scholarship 

is now open!
     As part of the GFWC Signature Program: Domestic 
Violence Awareness and Prevention, the GFWC Suc-
cess For Survivors Scholarship was created in 2012 to 
lend a helping hand to those impacted by intimate part-
ner violence who are pursuing higher education. The 
scholarship aims to provide survivors with a means 
to achieve both financial and personal independence. 
Since its inception, GFWC has awarded over $60,000 
in scholarship funds. Spread the word among your fam-
ily and friends to reach survivors who may be inter-

GFWC is seeking Scholarship Applicants

ested that the application deadline is February 7. Go 
to GFWC.org to find the application https://www.gfwc.
org/success-survivors/
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Club News
   Saving Resources, 
One Bottle at a Time

     Each year Plains Woman’s Club puts out 
recycle bins at the Sanders County Fair to 
collect aluminum and plastic recyclables. 
After the fair they have the delightful task 
of sorting through the bags to remove trash. 
     The team went through about 14 bags 
of cans and bottles collected at the Fair.  It 
only took about an hour to sort, smash the 
cans and re-bag  the items to be taken  to 
Republic Services on Broadway in Mis-
soula.

GFWC Helena Woman’s Club has 
another sewing party--

 --to make pillowcases for child--en 
at Intermountain Children’s Home.  
Left to right: club president Terry 
Kockler, Steph Conrady Senn,
Marsha Baumeister

     Madison Valley Woman’s Club, one of the 
largest    clubs in the state, has an active public 
relations campaign. At left, GFWC Montana Vice 
President Lynn Foremanin poses beside one of 
their banners.
     The club runs a very profitable used clothing      
store, and were able to give a generous donation 
to the state project which they presented at the 
Fall Board meeting.


